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Management direction, performance targets, and strategies  
for the Palisades PMU. 

Management Direction Performance Targets Strategies
Improve key winter, summer, and 
transitional habitats on public and 
private land that provide for mule 
deer populations that meet of exceed 
statewide objectives

Protect 640 acres of habitat on Heise 
winter range by 2011

Work with USFS, BOR, and private 
landowners to identify ways to improve 
and protect Swan Valley winter range
Work with private landowners to 
protect key winter ranges

HABa

Increase IDFG involvement in long-
term, landscape-scale, land-use 
planning efforts

Pursue citation of the Idaho Mule 
Deer Management Plan in BLM’s 
revised Medicine Lodge Resource 
Management Plan
A plan with USFS to enhance the Swan 
Valley winter range and affect ≥1,000 
acres with that plan by 2011

Incorporate Region 6 environmental 
staff biologist on BLM interdisciplinary 
team

HAB/NRP
Reduce illegal harvest and 
commercialization of unlawfully taken 
mule deer

Conduct 6 joint OHV patrols/year with 
USFS, BLM, and County
Evaluation of buck mortality

Increase OHV patrols
Radio-mark and monitor bucks to 
determine cause of mortality
Determine impacts of poaching in this 
PMU

ENF
aProgram Lead: POP – Populations; HAB – Habitat; ENF – Enforcement; COM – Communications; NRP – Natural 
Resource Policy
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Management direction, performance targets, and strategies  
for the Island Park PMU.

Management Direction Performance Targets Strategies
Increase IDFG involvement in long-
term, landscape-scale, land-use 
planning efforts

Pursue citation of the Idaho Mule 
Deer Management Plan in BLM’s 
revised Medicine Lodge Resource 
Management Plan
Protection of an additional 3,000 acres 
at Sand Creek WMA

Incorporate the Region 6 
environmental staff biologist on the 
BLM interdisciplinary team
Work with private landowners to 
protect key winter ranges

HAB/NRPa

Reduce illegal harvest and 
commercialization of unlawfully taken 
mule deer

6 joint OHV patrols/year with USFS, 
BLM, and County
Winter range patrol schedule

Increase OHV patrols
Schedule weekly patrols beginning Nov 
15 through antler drop each year

ENF
aProgram Lead: POP – Populations; HAB – Habitat; ENF – Enforcement; COM – Communications; NRP – Natural 
Resource Policy
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Management direction, performance targets, and strategies  
for the Mountain-Valley PMU.

Management Direction Performance Targets Strategies
Provide mule deer hunting 
opportunities that reflect preferences 
and desires of hunters

Conduct 2-4 public meetings annually 
to discern hunter desires and input
Provide an appropriate number of units 
managed to provide “quality” or “high-
quality” opportunity based on hunter 
input

Evaluate hunter desires and 
expectations
Implement a mixture of general and 
special management frameworks

POPa

Improve key winter, summer, and 
transitional habitats that provide for 
mule deer populations that meet or 
exceed statewide objectives

HAB

Coordinate in treatment of 1,000 
acres of invasive and noxious weeds 
annually
Attend 1-3 aspen working group 
meetings annually
Cooperate in 1-3 aspen restoration 
projects totaling 50 acres annually
Coordinate with land management 
agencies to maintain existing riparian 
exclosures and fence ≥1 new area in 
need of protection annually
Use telemetry data or fecal plots to 
examine habitat use changes
Modify or remove >2 miles of fence 
annually
Use telemetry data or fecal plots to 
examine habitat use changes

Use appropriate herbicides to reduce 
invasive and noxious weeds on mule 
deer winter ranges
Identify and prioritize watersheds for 
aspen restoration or enhancement 
projects
Maintain existing exclosure fences and 
identify new areas in need of fencing in 
critical deer riparian areas
Monitor potential changes in mule deer 
use of modified habitat
Identify and retrofit fence segments 
that are not necessary or need 
modification
Coordinate with land managers on 
projects that benefit mule deer
Initiate projects through cost-share 
programs that benefit mule deer
Initiate projects to modify habitat 
through different grazing schemes to 
determine changes in use by mule 
deer

Reduce illegal harvest and 
commercialization of mule deer

Patrol 100 hours on winter ranges 
annually

Implement coordinated enforcement 
patrols on key mule deer winter ranges

ENF  
Improve management of motorized 
vehicle use to reduce conflicts 
between motorized and nonmotorized 
hunters and meet buck management 
objectives. 

Develop an enforcement action plan 
in areas where conflicts between 
motorized and nonmotorized hunters 
are greatest

Increase compliance with the MVR

ENF
Increase public understanding of mule 
deer ecology and management
COM/POP/HAB

Conduct 1 workshop each year Increase public support of 
management programs

Increase IDFG involvement of short-
term, site-specific, project review and 
implementation

Reduce deer-vehicle collisions by 10% 
by 2010
Submit 1-2 project proposals through 
state/federal agencies or NGOs to 
benefit mule deer annually
Provide consultation on 10-15 projects 
annually to improve conditions for mule 
deer

Manage deer populations to reduce 
deer-vehicle collisions

HAB/POP/NRP
aProgram Lead: POP – Populations; HAB – Habitat; ENF – Enforcement; COM – Communications; NRP – Natural 
Resource Policy
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Management direction, performance targets, and strategies  
for the Snake River PMU. 

Management Direction Performance Targets Strategies
Improve key winter, summer, and 
transitional habitats that provide for 
mule deer populations that meet or 
exceed statewide objectives

Restore 100,000 acres of habitat 
in GMUs 53 and 52A to healthy 
sagebrush-steppe communities by 
2017

Encourage and support BLM 
restoration projects to increase 
sagebrush habitat and native plant 
communities
Assist IDL to improve habitat and 
enhance seed mixes used for post-fire 
restoration of IDL lands, whenever 
possible

HABa

Implement a mule deer monitoring 
program that provides annual 
estimates of population abundance

Increase knowledge of mule deer 
migration patterns and winter use 
areas in GMUs 52A and 53 by Jun 
2012
Revise winter range polygons as 
additional data becomes available

Radio-collar mule deer to determine 
migratory movements from GMUs 49, 
50, and 52
Use fixed-wing aerial surveys to 
periodically monitor and document 
winter mule deer distribution

POP
Increase IDFG involvement in long-
term, landscape-scale, land-use 
planning efforts

Actively participate in development of 
Shoshone and Burley BLM Field Office 
Resource Management Plans

Work with BLM to improve mule deer 
habitat in GMUs 52A and 53

NRP
Increase IDFG involvement in short-
term, site-specific, project review and 
implementation
NRP

Provide comments on all proposed 
projects and developments in mule 
deer habitat

Assist counties and land management 
agencies to minimize negative affects 
of projects and developments in mule 
deer habitats

aProgram Lead: POP – Populations; HAB – Habitat; ENF – Enforcement; COM – Communications; NRP – Natural 
Resource Policy
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Management direction, performance targets, and strategies for the North Idaho PMU.
Management Direction Performance Targets Strategies
Implement proactive measures to 
reduce and minimize mule deer 
depredations

Reduce damage claims in GMUs 8, 
8A, and 11 below 2003-2007 levels

Consider implementing Landowner 
Permission hunts in GMUs 8, 8A, and 
11
Increase controlled and general 
antlerless hunting opportunities
Increase “green field” opportunities to 
harvest mule deer
Increase number of permanent 
solutions to resolve depredations 
problems (fence projects, depredation 
release agreements, etc.)

POPa

a Program Lead: POP – Populations; HAB – Habitat; ENF – Enforcement; COM – Communications; NRP – Natural 
Resource Policy






